I believe it should remain the way it is. If a lender sponsors or co-sponsors an event, they should get special recognition. If the only recognition they get is their level of sponsorship, what is the incentive to give extra to the association?

The smaller lenders are going to love this idea because, 1 - they are recognized at the same time as the bigger lenders and 2 - they know people don't know or listen to what each level designates ($$$ given). Again the incentive will be to give less and get basically the same recognition.

No - keep things as they are!!!

I just want to verify my understanding of your question.  You are saying all events would be LASFAA sponsored events. Lenders would still be able to sponsor the conference and participate in the exhibit hall.  They would still would be recognized as a sponsor of the conference just not for specific events like the lunch, dinner, social.  If that is the correct understanding, I think it is a great idea.   

I am with the "Yeah, I think its a great idea" platform, for what its worth.  Looks like many associations are starting to head that direction.

I think all events should be LASFAA sponsored events.

Yeah, great idea!

I think the board should be made up of only full voting LASFAA members. NO lender should sit on the board. Lenders make friends with the FAO's and it is hard for a FAO to go against their friend, when making allowances, such as what you are asking. Lenders are here to support the schools and universities, not tell them what to do, or what they should be doing.   A lot of time, expense and planning goes into the privately sponsored events and "ownership" makes it worth the work you put into it. You want to have your company represented in the best possible light.

If there is no "ownership", who will be so dedicated as to have a great event planned? The LASFAA committees are usually exhausted just planning the regular conference meetings.  We all know it takes a lot of work and takes its toll on a body. You would need another committee just to plan entertainment.    

There are people in the association who complain about sponsors getting recognition for putting on a great spread, or a great show, etc., but when left up to those who complain the most, nothing gets done. If a group goes to that much trouble, they deserve recognition, regardless of who they are. I am irritated that a few lenders' complain when other lenders work their buns off for the good of the organization, and when the schools are allowed to leave campus to attend a conference, they are all together and should be shown a good time by the lenders willing to put out a lot of effort and cash to do so.  All lenders are given the same opportunity, they just have to go to the committees and ask, right? So why do they complain so much? 

I would like to vote for the "Yeah, I think this is a GREAT idea".  Other states do it this way and it seems to work well and everyone (schools and lenders/servicers) seem happy at the end of the conference. Have a delightful day and thanks for asking

I think it's a good idea to make everything "LASFAA Sponsored."  Even though everyone's invited, it can make some people feel uncomfortable with the company sponsored events.  When I was with the school, I felt out of place if something was sponsored by a lender we didn't use.  Now, I feel like I'm crashing a party if I go to an event sponsored by a lender that's not one of ours or another servicer.

My opinion is shaky. This sunshine act has everyone a little uncertain.

We are hopeful that our pledges will go through as planned. I don't see

a problem sharing events but I have a feeling sponsorships may go down as a result. Just my opinion.  

I think it is a great idea, that way it keeps down any friction that may arise concerning the issue.

Would be a great idea!

<edited company> would prefer that all meals and functions at LASFAA conferences to be sponsored by LASFAA, and not allow one corporate sponsor, or group of corporate sponsors to dominate and plan an individual meal or function.  I agree that it has become cost prohibitive for one vendor to cover the cost of a meal for all conference attendees with only a $5000 donation.  I think it would be perfectly acceptable to recognize all vendors according to their sponsorship levels through the conference.  In fact, doing this may cause some of the vendors who currently contribute at the lower levels of sponsorship to increase their sponsorship amount since they know they can be more equitably represented, even among the “big boys”.   I have only attended one LASFAA conference, so it’s hard for me to know for sure, but I just bet it is the same Platinum level sponsor(s) each conference that are allowed to get their name associated with a meal or function.  That can be a real negative for a vendor who knows they can never compete financially with the “big boys”.  I think the planning of all meals and social events should be done by the Conference Committee, not by an individual corporate sponsor.  Thanks for the opportunity to provide input to this decision.  You will be a great Associate Delegate at Large for us.

I see this as a way to save valuable <edited company> dollars that can be put to a higher and better use at individual schools and student functions.

I am fine with the designation as LASFAA sponsored events.  This allows LASFAA to plan the events that the membership requests.  It will also allow us to spend less at conferences so that we can spend more on individual schools.

I think that people/companies still need to be encouraged to sponsor LASFAA at high levels of sponsorship, such as Platinum and if it becomes a general event or LASFAA sponsorship then other companies will not want to contribute as much as in the past.  Especially with all the budget cuts and turbulence in the business today.  Platinum or high level sponsors should be allowed to combine funds contributed for LASFAA sponsorship to a particular event.  So, instead of having <edited company> sponsor one event on one night and another company sponsor another event on another night, LASFAA should recognize all Platinum level sponsors on a particular event.  Bronze for lunch events with Bronze level sponsors listed on a board outside, silver and so on.  This is just an idea I am throwing out there, but I really don't feel like it needs to become a general sponsorship, because companies will give less even though they will be recognized during a general session.  

Based upon the Fall Conference, that would actually be easier for us and possibly save us money.  I just don't believe we gain that much recognition from an event. 

Thanks for collecting this information and supporting your associate members.
I believe that all events should be LASFAA sponsored events.  Thank you for allowing us to voice our opinion.

Thank you for allowing corporate sponsors an opportunity to respond to this issue.  <edited company> is in favor of using the contribution of sponsorship funds to be used at the discretion of the association.   We do strongly support that conscience, consistent and sustained efforts be made in giving full recognition to promote the different levels of sponsorship.  Whatever the decision that is made by the board then it would have to be applied continuously and consistently.  I am assuming that this would include board dinners, conference meals, breaks, hospitality suites etc etc.  Now are we saying that hospitality suites that have sometimes been hosted by different lenders within a suite of the hotel will no longer be allowed?  Would this also include speakers that have sometimes been sponsored by individual lenders – will this now become an expense that LASFAA will incur?   What about alcoholic beverages that have sometimes been offered at socials with corporate sponsors picking up that tab since the association is unable to pay for alcoholic beverages? In no means am I promoting alcohol but simply indicating that some clear guidelines and procedures will need to be establish (should this be approved by the board) in order to keep this fair and consistent across the board and for the protection of the association.   

I have been on both sides of the coin.  I can appreciate both arguments.  On one hand, the associate members are here to support the schools, but they do make up a large portion of the LASFAA membership and should have a vote.  I am fine however it turns out.  I just do not like all the friction and exclusion that currently goes on during the conferences.  It seems that the friend of so in so gets to do a job that may not be suited to them, but just because they knew that person and are friends with them, they got the opportunity to do it.

Currently, <edited company> is not a Platinum Level Sponsor.  However, I wouldn’t mind a co-sponsored event on one evening.  Also think of a way that non-platinum sponsors can get some recognition for sponsoring or co-sponsoring other events throughout the conference ( I know you do some of that already, but allow increased opportunities).  Thanks for asking.

OTHER:  In talking with various reps at various functions this past week, the following was mentioned to me verbally:

Lenders should become voting members with in the association; this would allow for feedback from associate members in an anonymous fashion thus allowing us to voice an opinion and not go against a friend or client.

Good idea, however an additional committee would have to be formed to handle the entertainment, because the current program/site committees have enough to do.

This would allow for a better conference, events would be more budget conscious if a LASFAA committee (made up of schools and lenders) would be in charge of planning the events.  I guess money could be put to a better use, lenders tend to just spend with out really worrying about a budget.  The money that was saved on events could go to a better cause.

In other states, this has worked.  Everyone seems to get along better.  Also, it created a more family environment feel to the conferences.  I felt closer to the members, not having to worry about who spent what for what.

Associate members should be given more of a say in where their money goes.  We should be allowed a vote.

Indifferent opinion.  I do recognize the tension that comes at conference time between the various lenders.  This may be a way to reduce this tension.  But then, competition is a good thing, so this may cause sponsorship dollars to be reduced.  Maybe not, hard to tell.
It should be first come first serve for all events for platinum level.
I think that the way that it is currently set up that <edited company> can come in and exhibit at the exhibitor level, pay the very low membership dues and get the same recognition as someone that is paying at the higher levels is crazy!  Our company can save hundreds of dollars!  Maybe to get more sponsorship dollars, only allow the higher levels to exhibit at the conference, much like at the SWASFAA conference.  As far as making individual events a LASFAA event, I think that is a great idea.  
